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—~9«0 FOREWORD 


The mission of the National Center for Health Services Research (NCHSR) is 
to undertake and support research, demonstrations, and evaluations on 
problems in the organization, delivery, and financing of health care 
services; to serve as the focal point for coordination of health services 
research within the Public Health Service, Department of Health and Human 
Services; and to disseminate the findings of health services research to 
policy and decisionmakers in the public and private sectors. 


As the only general purpose independent health services research agency, 
the NCHSR research effort is directed towards developing new options for 
the delivery of health services, testing the assumptions on which current 
health policies and practices are based, and developing improved methods 
for monitoring the performance of the health care system. 


The NCHSR research program is designed to provide needed information to 
government, the health industry, and consumers of health services. NCHSR 
relies heavily on an ongoing relationship with policymakers and program 
administrators at the Federal, State, and local levels, with health care 
providers, and with consumers to determine what research questions need 
to be addressed. NCHSR is responsible, as well, for seeing that the 
findings from research projects are made available to these groups in 

a truly and effective manner. 


ineteseertone to keep the users of health services research and the 
research community informed of research activities supported by the NCHSR, 
a Summary of Grants and Contracts is pubiished on a fiscal year basis. 

This Summary contains an abstract of each grant or contract supported 

by the NCHSR classification system which is based on the primary issue 

a research project is designed to address. In addition, there are included 
indexes of the projects by grantee/contractor institution; principal 
investigator or project director; State; and project number. 


Anyone wishing further information about the research findings of any 
grant or contract listed in this publication may correspond directly 
with the principal investigator or project director. Information 
concerning the substantive areas of the NCHSR research program may be 
obtained from Norman W. Weissman, Ph.D., Director, Division of Extramural 
Research, Room 8-22 Center Building, 3700 East West Highway, Hyattsville, 
Maryland 20782. 


The material for this publication was compiled using the Computerized 

Compendium (COCO), a computer system designed at NCHSR by Deborah W. Garnick, 
Nancy A. Hedges, Thomas L. Mitchell, and Ira E. Raskin , to permit automatic 
storage and retrieval of information on the NCHSR grant and contract programs. 
This publication was prepared by Nancy A. ies and cae D. Wions. 


A ae: te: Bhs. 


Donald ‘Goldstone, M.D 
Acting Director, ’NCHSR 
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FOREWORD 


The National Center for Health Services Research (NCHSR) is the principal 
source of support for general research to improve the delivery of health 
services in this country. Its mission is to undertake and support research, 
demonstrations, and evaluation on problems in the organization, delivery, and 
financing of health care services; to serve as the focal point for coordination 
of health services research within the Public Health Service, Department of 
Health and Human Services; and to disseminate the findings of health services 
research to policy and decisionmakers in the public and private sectors. 


The NCHSR is not the only source of support for health services research at the 
Federal level. Other government agencies, most notably the Health Care Financ- 
ing Administration within the Department of Health and Human Services, and the 
Veterans Administration, also support health services research in conjunction 
with the programs they administer. However, research priorities in such 
situations are usually defined and constrained by the immediate information 
needs of the operating program. The NCHSR, by contrast, has a more general 
responsibility in developing knowledge. It is responsible for testing the 
assumptions on which current policies and practices are based, for developing 
the means for monitoring the performance of the health care system, and for 
identifying and evaluating alternative approaches to delivering health services 
and new options for health policy. 


Extramural research is supported by NCHSR through a grants and contracts pro- 
gram. Any academic institution, agencies of State or local government, non- 
profit organization, or individual is eligible to submit a grant application to 
NCHSR. This is done by submitting Form PHS-398, Grant Application, to the 
Division of Research Grants, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland 
20205 by March 1, July 1, or November 1 of each year. Applications are reviewed 
by scientific review groups approximately 3 months later. 


The NCHSR is required by legislative statute to have each application or 
contract proposal submitted for a health services research, evaluation, or 
demonstration project in an amount exceeding $50,000 in direct costs reviewed 
for scientific merit by a panel of non-Federal experts. While the statute has 
left the matter of reviewing applications less than $50,000 in direct costs to 
the discretion of NCHSR, these applications are submitted to peer review as 
well. The decision to use peer review for all potential research projects is 
based on the conclusion that such reviews are a prerequisite to assuring the 
responsible allocation of Federal research dollars. No matter how compelling 
a research idea, or how critical the social problem to be investigated, without 
good science the provision of funds to support a proposed project would have 
little benefit. 


The two scientific peer review groups of NCHSR are the Health Services Research 
and Developmental Grants Review Committee and the Health Care Technology Study 
Section. These groups meet three times a year to evaluate grant applications. 
The critique of the proposed project, and the recommendations of the panel, are 
submitted as a report to the Director, NCHSR, and are also sent to the applicant. 
This report (Summary Statement) contains a factual summary of the proposed 
project, a critique of the scientific and technical merit, and a description of 
the panel's assessment of the importance of the problem(s) addressed and the 
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potential impact of the proposed project. Scientific review groups may 
recommend approval, disapproval, or deferral of a decision for the purpose of 
obtaining additional information. Only applications which meet the test of 
scientific merit are considered for funding by NCHSR. 


The review of all grants for technical merit is an ongoing process. It is 
NCHSR's policy to reassess every grant annually. After the second year of 
funding, the continuation reviews for grants are carried out by members of the 
scientific review group which initially reviewed and approved the grant proposal. 


As legislatively mandated, non-Federal experts are also used to review contract 
proposals. These experts provide technical advice to NCHSR's research staff in 
the initial development of the contract requirements and in the later review 
and assessment of contractor performance and products. As in the case 

with research grants, only contract proposals which meet the test of scientific 
merit are considered for funding by NCHSR. 


The NCHSR research program is designed to provide needed information to 
government, the health industry, and consumers of health services. The NCHSR 
relies heavily on an ongoing relationship with policymakers and program 
administrators at the Federal, State, and local levels, with health care 
providers, and with consumers to determine what research questions need to be 
addressed. The NCHSR is responsible as well for seeing that the findings from 
research projects are made available to these groups in a timely and effective 
manner. 


In its effort to keep the users of health services and the research community 
informed of research activities supported by NCHSR, a Summary of Grants and 
Contracts is published on a fiscal year basis. This Summary contains an 
abstract of each grant or contract supported by NCHSR and active at the end of 
the fiscal year. The abstracts are arrayed using the NCHSR classification 
system which is based on the primary issue a research project is designed to 
address. Grants are identified by an HS preceding the record number (i.e., 

HS 02345). Contracts are identified by a nine-digit record number (i.e., 
233801234). Indexes of the projects by grantee/contractor institution, 
principal investigator/project director, State, and project number are included. 


Anyone wishing further information about the research findings of any grant or 
contract listed in this publication or information concerning the substantive 
areas of the NCHSR research program may contact Norman W. Weissman, Ph.D., 
Director, Division of Extramural Research, Stop 3-18 #2, Park Building, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland 20857. 


The material for this publication was compiled using the Computerized Compendium 
(COCO), a computer system designed at NCHSR to permit automatic storage and 
retrieval of information on the NCHSR grant and contract programs. This publi- 
cation was prepared by Nancy A. Hedges and Karyn D. Wions. 


Donald Goldstone, M.D. 
Acting Director 
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